The popular recollection focuses on the fundamentalist-modernist controversy and the teaching of evolution in the public school curriculum as opposed to Christian fundamentalist creationism. Aimee Semple McPherson was involved with William Jennings Bryan, whose judicial battle challenged the Butler Act, a law prohibiting the teaching of Darwin's theory of evolution in Tennessee's public schools. Scopes violated this law by introducing a particular Spencer and others, believed that the theory could be applied to the current social context and of course they believed that non-white races were simply less evolved based upon this theory, and that evolution itself naturally pitted one race against the other for survival." 8 Spencerian Social Darwinists coupled strongly antireligious views with contempt for the poor and uneducated. Often anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic, they promoted eugenics as a means of reducing populations of "unfit" individuals. 9 Such popular strains of Social Darwinism would combine with nationalism and elitism to form a seedbed of entrenched racism and pernicious injustice.
Darwinism, Progressivism, Race, Gender, and the Social Gospel
Social Darwinism had swept the nation and globe, creating socio-philosophical proclivities that would eventually undergird a widening ethnic, gender, 10 and racial divide. In the first fifteen years of the twentieth century Darwinism was considered to have had a secularizing influence on American society and was closely linked with Progressive Era 8 William H. Tucker, The Science and Politics of Racial Research, (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1994), 29. See also, Christian Sundquist, "On Race Theory and Norms," Albany Law Review, vol. 72, Issue 4, (2009): 953-960, 955. 9 Susan Jacoby, Freethinkers, A History of American Secularism, (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2004), 230.
10 Spencerian Darwinism had a great deal to say regarding the inequality of gender: "The biological racism of late 19th century Darwinism is now both well documented and widely publicized. Especially influential in the development of biological racism was the theory of eugenics developed by Charles Darwin's cousin, Sir. Francis Galton. Less widely known is that many evolutionists, including Darwin, taught that women were biologically and intellectually inferior to men. The intelligence gap that Darwinists believed existed between males and females was not minor, but of a level that caused some evolutionists to classify the sexes as two distinct psychological species… Darwin himself concluded that the differences between male and female humans were so enormous that he was amazed that "such different beings belong to the same species…" See Rosaline Love, "Darwinism and Feminism: The 'Woman Question' in the Life and Work of Olive Schreiner and Charlotte Perkins Gilman," D. Oldroyd and I. Langham I. (eds.) The Wider Domain of Evolutionary Thought. (Heidelberg: D. Reidel, 1983) , 113-131. See also, Sue Vilhauer Rosser, Biology and Feminism; A Dynamic Interaction, (New York: Twayne Pub., 1992) 59 . See also, Jerry Bergman, "Evolution and the Origins of the Biological Race Theory," Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal, Vol. 7 (2), 1993, 155-168. politics and the Freethought Movement. 11 Evolution is understood today primarily in terms of physiological genesis, but in the early century it also presented a widely-embraced paradigm for understanding social genesis and organization as well. Cultures, societies, and the world's people were contextualized through a version of Social Darwinism that presented some humans and societies as more biologically, intellectually, and morally progressed and advanced than others. Dangerous forms of thought, including racism and Nazism, fit nicely into a historic/philosophical foundation of a great chain of being 12 where in some of the world's peoples were more humanly evolved than others. The popularity of groups such as the Klu Klux Klan resurged as Americans responded to race scientists who imagined social dangers of integration and miscegenation between what it considered to be "superior" and "less evolved" races. 13 11 "Those who considered themselves in rebellion against spiritual and ecclesiastical authority called themselves 'freethinkers.' Freethinkers of the day might espouse a philosophical and religious Unitarianism and might include both social and scientific theories of Darwin, which were very popular at the time, the philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche, John Stuart Mill, and might even espouse socialist ideals and values." See also Margaret English de Alminana, "A Biographical Survey of 20th Century Female Pentecostal Leadership and an Incipient Egalitarian Struggle." Ph.D. diss., Glyndŵr University, U.K., 2011, 71.
"Although the nineteenth century is often thought of as a very pious age, it was a period of doubt and loss of faith for many thoughtful people. The intellectual and religious climate was already changing by the beginning of the nineteenth century and there were in America and England some very liberal churches and congregations, which, for example, rejected the doctrine of Hell, or who were, like the Unitarians, deists. There was widespread nonattendance at church, particularly amongst the urban working class: a survey carried out in England and Wales in March 1851 revealed that, out of a total population of 17,927609, only 7,261,032 had attended church that Sunday.
Humanist thinking developed rapidly in the nineteenth century because it was closely associated with new scientific thinking and discoveries. Darwin's ideas, and new biblical research and scholarship coming from Germany, provoked a crisis of faith in many Victorian intellectuals, movingly evoked in Matthew Arnold's famous poem Dover Beach. Darwin's defender T. H. Huxley, coined the word "agnostic" to describe his belief that there were things that we could not possibly know.
Moral philosophy became increasingly detached from religion. " Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal, Vol. 7(2), 1993, 155-168; Jerry Burgman, "Darwinism and the Nazi Race Holocaust," Ex Nihilo Technical Journal, 13(2), 1999, 101-111. Turn-of-the century Progressives also believed that society could be improved via the rational planning and intervention of government. 14 Social progressivism was strongly undergirded by a global embrace of Darwinism, including what would later prove to be dangerous sub-currents within popular thought. "Evolution, with its vision of an organic progression from lower to higher species, provided a handy and influential, if intellectually dubious, scientific rationale for social progressivism." 15 Despite his deep rootedness in other Progressive causes, it was here that Bryan broke with the movement, costing him his well-earned place in the history of the Democratic Party. 16 Tennesseans had recently voted overwhelmingly in favor of the Butler Act just two months prior to the commencement of the Scopes Trial in a time when the popularity of eugenics was at his zenith. "In rural areas of Tennessee folks may not have had a sophisticated grasp of Darwinian science, but they knew the eugenicists who preached Darwinism in the cities despised country people, called them 'imbeciles' and 'defectives' and would sterilize them if they got the chance." 17
Civic Biology-A Popular Eugenics Manual
A careful look at Civic Biology, the textbook in question at the Scopes Trial, reveals it as brazenly promoting eugenics as the "science" of being "well born." 18 pre-Nazi Germany presentation of the pseudo-science. For example, a discussion of the hereditary dangers existing in the Jukes' family tree is found on page 236: Parasitism and its Cost to Society.-Hundreds of families such as those described above exist to-day, spreading disease, immorality, and crime to all parts of this country. The cost to society of such families is very severe. Just as certain animals or plants become parasitic on other plants or animals, these families have become parasitic on society. They not only do harm to others by corrupting, stealing, or spreading disease, but they are actually protected and cared for by the state out of public money. Largely for them the poorhouse and the asylum exist. They take from society, but they give nothing in return. They are true parasites.
The Remedy.-If such people were lower animals, we would probably kill them off to prevent them from spreading. Humanity will not allow this, but we do have the remedy of separating the sexes in asylums or other places and in various ways preventing intermarriage and the possibilities of perpetuating such a low and degenerate race. Remedies of this sort have been tried successfully in Europe and are now meeting with success in this country. 19 Generally speaking, contemporary Americans tend to consider that the specter of the national eugenics movement resulted from a fringe effort of junk science. Only recently are scholars such as Edwin Black and others rediscovering the impressive scope and wide embrace of the movement, an embrace found both at the cultural grass roots as well as the highest rungs of political and monetary power and influence. Eugenic laws existed in 27 states, and even were supported by Supreme Court legislation at the height of the movement. 20 A leader in the movement, Harry Laughlin, wrote: "America, in particular, needs to protect herself against indiscriminate immigration, criminal degenerates, and race suicide.
The success of democracy depends upon the quality of its individual elements. If in these elements the racial values are high, government will be equal to all the economic, educational, religious and scientific demands of the times. If, on the contrary, there is a constant and 19 Ibid., 236. 20 Edwin Black, C-Span Book TV, Edwin Black, Southern Festival of Books, YouTube Published Oct 22, 2015, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xnFk0M3KYY&t=2502s. progressive racial degeneracy, it is only a question of time when popular self-government will be impossible, and will be succeeded by chaos, and finally a dictatorship. individual was given five days to prepare for a private hearing to speak on his or her behalf before sealing the mandatory sterilization decision. No family-obtained counsel was permitted to join the process. New Jersey's governor, Woodrow Wilson, signed the bill into law on April 21, 1911, a year before he was elected as president. 25
The high-water mark of the eugenics wave washing over the nation reached the Supreme Court in the 1927 Buck v. Bell case. It concerned Carrie Buck 26 who was assigned for forced sterilization at a colony for the "feeble-minded." Following the high court's decision, Virginia's law was upheld mandating surgery for people who had been declared "socially inadequate." 27 The decision's brief was written by the celebrated progressive and Theodore Roosevelt appointee, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. In it he wrote: "It is better for all the world if instead of waiting to execute degenerate offspring for crime, or to let them starve for their imbecility, society can prevent those who are manifestly unfit from continuing their kind." 28
Eradicating crime was purported as a goal and benefit of eugenics, and sterilizing criminals became a main method that continued well into the mid-century, with reports of sterilizations still occurring as late as the 1970s. 29 "Francis Galton himself listed eradication 25 Ibid. 68. 26 It has since been determined that Carrie Buck did not have an intellectual disability, but was poor and uneducated. She spent most of her life in an asylum. She had been targeted by the courts because of an illegitimate pregnancy, but it was later learned that she had been raped and not been "promiscuous." Her first grade report card showed a solid B average. Buck vs. Bell supplied a precedent for the eventual sterilization of 8 of crime on his eugenic agenda, and he saw sterilization as one method that advanced the crime-fighting plan. Similarly, U.S. criminologists saw a role for eugenics in sentencing. They argued that judges should be allowed to take hereditary propensities into account to set longer terms of imprisonment." 30 Laughlin believed that antisocial behavior was resultant of "germ plasm," and the impetus for keeping incarcerated in prisons, asylums, and work houses those deemed biologically inferior during their procreative years became surprisingly accepted throughout the nation. Another theme that rings over again and again is the need to lower the welfare costs related to these "defectives." In 1926, Leon F. Whitney, a field secretary of the Eugenics Society of America, published a plan in Christian Work Magazine for eradicating crime by calling for sterilizing children deemed to be "genuinely bad." These bad seeds should be reported by their teachers. 31 Eugenicists tended to believe in the superiority of Nordic, Germanic, and Anglo-Saxon peoples. They supported strict anti-miscegenation and immigration laws. More than 64,000 individuals were sterilized in the U.S. between 1907-1963 under eugenic legislation.
Virginia did not repeal its sterilization law until 1974. 32 "Borrowing from Laughlin's Model Law, the German Nazi government adopted a law in 1933 that provided the legal basis for sterilizing more than 350,000 people. Laughlin awarded an honorary degree from the University of Heidelberg as a tribute for his work in "the science of racial cleansing. '" 33 Charles Lee Smith, Darwinism, Racism, and Superman If Azusa's egalitarianism was an incipient religious force driving the early century, then Social Darwinism presented its most pernicious counter-challenge.
The Progressive Era's understanding of evolution and Darwinism was an amalgamation of Social Darwinism, racism, atheism, the work of Galton, 34 and Nietzsche's "Superman theory," embodied in the teachings of Charles Lee Smith. Smith is vital to this discussion, for, as will be seen later, it was he whom Aimee Semple McPherson debated at the pinnacle of her assault on evolution. Smith edited Truth Seeker: The Journal for Reasoners and Racists, from 1937-1964 , as a forum for free thought and atheism, and he was also a writer and distributer for it. In addition, Smith founded the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism in 1925. 35 For Smith, racism and Darwinism were seamlessly connected. His atheism was a protest against Christianity, which he considered a '"Jewized' religion that taught the brotherhood of man, [and was] an 'equalizing' doctrine that prohibited clear thinking about race." 36 Smith rejected the notion that the segregation practiced in the American South was the answer to the nation's racial problems. He considered that the "seepage of blood through social 33 Ibid. 34 The biological racism of late 19th century Darwinism is now both well documented and widely publicized. See also Peter J. Bowler, Evolution: The History of an Idea, 3rd Ed., (University of California Press, 2003) , 308-310. 35 drug addiction fell away from him instantaneously and he was completely delivered. He has been with us some eight or nine years now and has never gone back to the dope. He tried to get rid of it in every other way before and had failed. But one moment of prayer and the work was done, and he found the Savior real to his heart." 54
In her opening remarks, she links evolution to atheism, in similar fashion as Bryan,
and she introduces the theory as an all-encompassing governing principle with social implications as well: "There are those who argue that Evolution is not a religion and has nothing to do with religion. In the next breath they will tell you that Evolution is not confined to the realm of nature; but that it permeates every avenue of thought and imagination." 55
During the debate, McPherson refers directly to the father of Social Darwinism, Spencer, several times, indicating that she studied his writings in high school. 56 Although she does not reference his social theory directly, she boasts of having a detailed understanding of his work: "In Spencer's writings, such as I studied in high school in Canada, there is a most interesting account of how we got our spine…" It was Spencer who coined the term, "survival of the fittest." It was possibly his book, Principles of Biology 57 used to school the young evangelist. In it, he writes:
Always there must have been, and always there must continue to be, a survival of the fittest: natural selection must have been in operation at the outset, and can never cease to operate…Until at length, among the civilized human races, the equilibration becomes mainly direct: the action of natural selection being restricted to the destruction of those who are constitutionally too feeble to live even with external aid. 58 Spencer's popular ideas help to lay the seedbed for the rise of the genetics. benevolence,' that is, the laws of nature." 59 He argued that the purpose of nature was to rid society of weak: "A sad population of imbeciles would our schemers fill the world with, could their plans last….Why the whole effort of nature is to get rid of such-to clear the world of them, and make room for better." 60 extraordinary mind, particularly for a woman, but it has been so wrecked by revivalism, so warped by emotional attachments to meaningless symbols, that she does not know when she is talking nonsense." 63 Other direct linkages to eugenics and its corollary ideas are found in various
McPherson writings. In The Bridal Call Foursquare, published in September 1927, we see
McPherson directly referencing eugenics and linking it to a case for Christian social reform in an article entitled: "God the Father." 64 In a series of folksy salvos, the evangelist strikes against the tenets, which she refers to as "doctrines" 65 that she considers to be the main points of evolutionists' error. The first salvo engages the popular notions of a "perfect man" or "perfect race." 66 At a luncheon which I later attended they told me that Socialism was the only solution for the world's problems, and that eugenics alone would produce a perfect race. Others told me that nothing but proper government could ever solve or calm the waves of crime, while others say that Education is the solution. Bring youth up right, Science states, "If you will produce perfect bodies, they will act perfectly." 67
Here she addresses four implementation modalities of social progress: eugenics, socialism, government, and education. Her response to eugenics includes the popular notion of a perfect philosophy that "condemned democracy as the refuge of the weakling, denounced Christianity as a system calculated to make degenerates out of men, denied the existence of God, overturned all standards of morality, eulogized war as both necessary and desirable, 68 praised hatred because it leads to war, denied to sympathy and pity any rightful place in a manly heart and endeavored to substitute the worship of the superman for the worship of Jehovah." 69 Nietzsche abhorred egalitarianism and considered the masses as "flies in the market-place. It thus behooves the Superman and him who loves the Superman to leave the market-place and find himself a higher sphere. May those who can, rise, and in the struggle let the strongest survive;
only thus can weakness be done away with!" 70 Clearly Nietzsche's appeal was to the central McPherson moves from eugenics and continues her remonstrance by addressing Socialism as a means of creating equality and education as a means of human reform, countering that social reform must come from Jesus Christ alone. Then, employing her signature rhetorical style, she illustrates these points concerning social reform with a series of homespun vignettes. She begins with a story about a woman who stood watching great ocean waves roll in and was asked why she had tears rolling down her cheeks. "'Oh, thank God for something there is enough of.' It was the first thing she had ever seen in her life that there was enough of for she had lived in very straightened circumstances all her life." Next, she tells the story of a destitute "tramp" who had asked for a dime. "Oh! Let us live no longer in penury. It would seem that few in this era were unacquainted with the debate. A random search of local newspapers in numerous states easily finds eugenics clubs, meetings, and debates sprinkled amongst ads, recipes, sermons, and the other folksy fodder supplied to communities in these pages. 76 The popularity of Social Darwinism and eugenics would help to exert a severaldecades-long suppression of philanthropy among fundamentalists. At the turn of the century, the entire Christian community-conservatives as well as liberals-were very much invested in social issues. However, evangelicals and fundamentalists, who were largely followed by self-identifying conservative Pentecostals, reversed the trend of social involvement and began to isolate themselves from such concerns. "From approximately 1910 until the 1930s … a major shift in the position of evangelicals on social issues occurred, a shift which historian Timothy L. Smith has termed 'the Great Reversal' in some of his lectures." 85 Such shifts away from social concern appear to mirror growing pressure from eugenicists and Social Darwinists who considered philanthropy to be an impedance to the natural forces working to cleanse society of its misfits. 86 Educational reformer Franklin J.
McPherson, Defiance, and Racism
Bobbitt warned the nation against sinister social forces that were preventing the natural biological laws of "survival of the fittest" from assuring that "society's best" would continue.
He warned that "we're now faced with civilization's retrogressive policies. Our schools and our charities supply crutches to the weak in mind and morals [and thus] corrupt the steams of heredity which all admit are sufficiently turbid." 87 The best strategy for "repression of the unfit," according to Bobbitt, was the "abolition of public charities, public school systems and all other public agencies which go out of their way to preserve the weak and incapable." 88 85 MA, 1977, 46. Nevertheless, while Social Darwinists ridiculed those who helped the needy, social action continued to distinguish McPherson's defiant brand of Pentecostalism. According to Sutton, "Her early experience in the Salvation Army provided her with useful models for tireless and unreserved efforts among the destitute." 93 Passages of scripture that emphasized her praxis-oriented theology found a central place in her sermons throughout her career. The Angeles Temple Commissary was founded on the basis of James 1:27: "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and the widows in their affliction." As with the Salvation Army, philanthropic work and evangelism were conducted in a seamless endeavor. "Everything was done as a way of opening a door for evangelism.
Along with the food brought to the home of the needy came a Bible and an invitation to visit a service at the Temple. I hadn't seen anyone passing out manna or offering any loaves and fishes, yes-take that back-I'd seen Aimee Semple McPherson, God bless her. Feeding, encouraging, giving hope, hope, hope to the poor, and faith and strength as they jammed Angelus Temple. 96 According to reports, McPherson begged her congregation for supplies and filled her own home and garage with them for the indigent. So responsive was the Temple that it was widely reported that police and firefighters depended more upon the Temple's feeding pantry than any social service agency in town, especially when the need was immediate. 97 The Commissary provided a food pantry, laundry, employment services, sewing rooms, and a free 
